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Purpose of Strategy 
The dual purpose of this strategy is – 

• to improve the way that the Council conducts its core business, and 
• to enhance the Council’s position as a key natural resource manager. 

 
Objective of Strategy 
The management of noxious weeds within the area of operations of Upper Macquarie 
County Council so as to achieve a reduction in their impact on the community. 
 
Summary of Goals sought to be achieved by this Strategy 

1. Increase public awareness of the impact of noxious weeds on the 
community and the cost to the community of noxious weeds. 

2. Improve communications between the Council and its community. 

3. Improve the accountability of the Council to its community. 

4. Develop an efficient and effective Council administration, including the 
provision of adequate record keeping and computer facilities, for the 
management of noxious weeds. 

5. Secure the Council’s financial position. 

6. Secure funding, where possible, to assist occupiers in their management of 
noxious weeds. 

7. Build strong relationships with other natural resource managers having 
responsibilities in, or adjacent to, the Council’s area of operations. 

8. Enhance the educational and advisory role of the Council. 

9. Improve the effectiveness of the control of noxious weeds on roads. 

10. Improve the effectiveness of the Council’s regulatory role. 
 
Upper Macquarie County Council and its functions 
Section 387 of the Local Government Act 1993 empowers the Governor to establish 
county councils by proclamation. 
 
The proclamation is, in effect, the constitution of the county council. 
 
The county council must have a governing body which is responsible for managing 
the affairs of the county council.  The members of the governing body are elected 
from among the councillors of the constituent councils (Section 390). 
 
The functions of the county council are set out in the proclamation and may comprise 
“any one or more of the functions of a council under” the Act.  A council may not 
undertake a function conferred on a county council but it may do so if the county 
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council delegates the function to the constituent council (Section 394).  With limited 
exceptions, including the power to make and levy an ordinary rate, the Act applies to 
county councils and members of county councils in the same way as it applies to 
councils and councillors. 
 
The method of constitution of a county council is no different to that of other 
councils.  Only the method of election of councillors and the particularity of the 
functions of county councils differentiates them from councils.  The method of 
election is similar to collegiate voting and provides indirect election: nevertheless the 
role of a member of a county council is the same as that of a councillor as set out in 
Section 232. 
 
The Upper Macquarie County Council was originally constituted by proclamation on 
18 February 1949.  Part 7 of Schedule 7 to the Local Government Act 1993 operated 
to continue the county council as if it had been constituted under Section 387 with an 
area of operations the same as its former county district. 
 
As presently constituted, the constituent councils of Upper Macquarie County Council 
are – 
 

Bathurst Regional Council 
Lithgow City Council 
Blayney Shire Council 
Oberon Shire Council. 

 
Being a county council upon which noxious weed control functions for its area of 
operations have been conferred the Upper Macquarie County Council is a local 
control authority as defined in Section 35 of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993.  As such 
the county council has the functions set out in Section 36 of the Act. 
 
These functions are – 

(a) responsibility for the control of noxious weeds by occupiers of land (other 
than public authorities or local control authorities), 

(b) control of noxious weeds on land owned or occupied by the Upper 
Macquarie County Council and on certain roads and watercourses, rivers or 
inland waters as provided by the Act, 

(c) to ensure, so far as practicable, that owners and occupiers of land (other 
than public authorities or other local control authorities) carry out obligations 
to control noxious weeds imposed under this Act, 

(d) to develop, implement, co-ordinate and review noxious weed control 
policies and noxious weed control programs, 

(e) inspection of land within the local area in connection with its noxious weed 
control functions, 

(f) to report, at the request of the Minister, on the carrying out of the Upper 
Macquarie County Council’s functions under the Act, 

(g) to co-operate with local control authorities of adjoining areas to control 
noxious weeds, where appropriate, 
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(h) any other functions that are conferred or imposed on the Upper Macquarie 
County Council by or under the Act. 

 
Significantly, these functions include the responsibility for the control of noxious 
weeds by occupiers of land (other than public authorities) in the local area (the county 
council’s area of operations) and the control of noxious weeds on roads in the local 
area as required by Section 14 (although this is a joint obligation with any occupier 
required to control weeds on roads under Section 17). 
 
A constituent council of the County Council is a “public authority” under the Act and 
therefore the county council is not responsible for the control of noxious weeds by 
constituent councils on land which they occupy (Section 11(2)), just as it is not 
responsible for the control of noxious weeds by other public authorities. 
 
Noxious Weeds 
The Upper Macquarie County Council’s functions relate to “noxious weeds”. 
 
Noxious Weeds are plants in respect of which the Minister has made a weed control 
order under Section 7 of the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. 
 
There are five classes of noxious weed. 
 

(a) Class 1 noxious weeds are plants that pose a potentially serious threat to 
primary production or the environment and are not present in the State or are 
present only to a limited extent. 

(b) Class 2 noxious weeds are plants that pose a potentially serious threat to 
primary production or the environment of a region to which the order applies 
and are not present in the region or are present only to a limited extent. 

(c) Class 3 noxious weeds are plants that pose a serious threat to primary 
production or the environment of an area to which the order applies, are not 
widely distributed in the area and are likely to spread in the area or to another 
area. 

(d) Class 4 noxious weeds are plants that pose a threat to primary production, 
the environment or human health, are widely distributed in an area to which 
the order applies and are likely to spread in the area or to another area. 

(e) Class 5 noxious weeds are plants that are likely, by their sale or the sale of 
their seeds or movement within the State or an area of the State, to spread in 
the State or outside the State. 

 
Weed Control Order No. 20 made under the Act declared various plants to be noxious 
weeds within the area of operations of the Upper Macquarie County Council.  These 
plants, and the various control measures to be taken in respect of them, are set out in 
the Schedule to this Strategy. 
 
In respect of Class 4 noxious weeds Weed Control Order No. 20 requires the control 
measures that are to be, or may be, used to control the plant to be specified in a 
management plan published by the local control authority.  The Upper Macquarie 
County Council has published Upper Macquarie County Council Weed Management 
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Plan Number 4 that applies to Class 4 noxious weeds for the purposes of Weed 
Control Order No. 19. 
 
This plan requires that the growth and spread of Class 4 weeds must be controlled 
according to the principles of Integrated Weed Management.  An occupier who is 
aware of the presence of such a weed on their land is required to institute an effective 
program of work for controlling the growth and spread of the weed according to the 
principles of Integrated Weed Management. 
 
The occupier may obtain some legal protection by preparing, and having approved by 
the Council, a Property Weed Management Plan setting out the program of work 
proposed to control the weed and by carrying out the program of work set out in the 
plan. 
 
Where an occupier fails to implement an effective program of work for controlling the 
growth and spread of a weed the Council may require the occupier to prepare, and 
have approved, a Property Weed Management Plan.  In these circumstances the 
occupier is obliged to carry out the program of work set out in the plan.  
 
Upper Macquarie County Council has no power in respect of what are commonly 
called “environmental weeds”, that is, weeds which may be harmful to human health 
or the environment but which have not been declared to be noxious weeds in the area 
of the Council. 

Detailed strategies to achieve goals 
 
Goal number 1 
Increase public awareness of the impact of noxious weeds on the community, the cost 
to the community of noxious weeds, and the need for noxious weed control. 

 
Introduction 
Recent research has established that weeds cost Australia $3.9 billion per year in 
lower farm incomes and higher food costs. 
 
A paper prepared by Jack Sinden and Rachel McFadyen, presented at the 13th 
Biennial Noxious Weeds Conference summarised the result of the research undertaken 
by the Weeds Co-operative Research Centre through the University of New England. 
 
The costs to agriculture were estimated as direct financial costs of control (such as the 
cost of herbicides and fuel), yield losses, lost net income to farmers and higher food 
costs to consumers.  The lost income to farmers included the financial costs of control 
and yield losses. 
 
Control costs were highest for the cropping industries, but yield losses were greater 
for livestock.  Indeed, yield losses due to weeds in the livestock industries were a 
substantial $1,870m each year.  While the mean loss was $3,927m per annum the 
range was $3,442m to $4,420m per annum.  The mean loss comprised $883m in the 
beef industry, $717m in the wheat industry and $588m in the wool industry. 
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The loss of $3.9 billion is about 14% of the current value added by agriculture to the 
economy, so Australia loses about $1 in every $7 of its agricultural income due to 
weeds. 
 
Primary producers bear 81.4% of the mean loss while consumers bear 18.6%. 
 
This relatively large cost to consumers indicates that the losses caused by weeds in 
agriculture impact widely across the whole community.  The real cost to the 
community also includes damage to the natural environment, impacts on human 
health, and the huge effort of the many volunteers engaged in weed control across the 
country. 
 
The report concludes that at an annual cost of $3.9 billion per year to agriculture, 
weeds constitute a major natural resource management issue.  Indeed, this estimate of 
the cost of weeds exceeds the combined estimates of the cost of salinity, soil acidity 
and soil sodicity, all major problems in the farm sector. 
 
Weeds are also one of the greatest threats to biodiversity in Australia. 
 
Strategies 
Increase the awareness of politicians of weeds. 
 
Action 

• Write to politicians at every opportunity drawing attention to the importance 
of weeds and their impact on the community. 

• Encourage interested groups in the community to lobby politicians about 
weeds issues and provide background material for their use in doing so. 

• Invite politicians to Council meetings and to any other Council activities such 
as field days, community meetings, etc. 

 
Strategies 
Foster an interest in weeds in the local and rural press and news media. 
 
Action 

• Generate an interest in weeds by means of press releases in relation to any 
relevant noxious weed matter, such as scientific advances, research, new 
control initiatives, council activities, and such like. 

• Invite media representatives to any newsworthy noxious weeds events. 
• Provide photo opportunities for media representatives of council noxious weed 

control activities. 
• Encourage the reporting of “good news” stories such as successful noxious 

weed control programs, either by Council or others. 
• Always make Council staff available for interview or comment on noxious 

weed control matters. 
• Investigate the placing of annual advertisements in the local press reminding 

occupiers of their noxious weed control obligations.  Encourage 
accompanying editorial comment or stories on noxious weeds. 
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Strategies 
Publicise weed matters within the Council’s community 
 
Action 

• Ensure that the importance of weeds is emphasised in all Council publications. 

• Investigate having constituent councils include with rate notices a suitable 
information brochure about noxious weeds and the work of the Council. 

• Ensure that wide publicity is given to any Council community activities (see 
next goal). 

• Investigate having constituent councils include with Section 149 and 603 
certificates a suitable information brochure about noxious weeds and the work 
of the Council. 

• Investigate having constituent councils include with Section 149 and 603 
certificates for rural (including rural residential) land a brochure advising of 
the desirability of having the Council provide a pre-purchase certificate as to 
the noxious weed status of land and information on obtaining the certificate. 

• Investigate financial feasibility of preparing suitable information brochures 
about identification of noxious weeds, control obligations, and the work of the 
Council. 

• Investigate financial feasibility of mailing an information brochure to all rural 
property occupiers on a regular basis. 

 
 
Goal number 2 
Improve communications between the Council and its community. 

 
Introduction 
Communication is the sharing or imparting of information. 
 
Communication is vital to the operations of the Council and, particularly, to an 
effective and efficient program for the control of noxious weeds. 
 
The Council, for its part, needs to communicate to its Community the requirements of 
the Act in relation to noxious weed control; how they might meet those requirements; 
the consequences if they do not; advice and assistance on noxious weed control; and 
information about the Council’s budget and management strategies. 
 
For their part, members of the Council’s Community need to communication to the 
Council their views on how the Council is managing its noxious weed responsibilities; 
suggestions on how the Council might improve its budget and management strategies; 
reports on noxious weed infestations; and complaints about and criticisms of the 
Council’s operations. 
 
Communication needs to be two way and it is the Council’s responsibility to facilitate 
a two way exchange of information. 
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Strategy 
Improve the Council’s profile in the community. 
 
Action 

• Adopt a new corporate logo. 
• Ensure that the new logo appears on all Council publications, advertisements, 

uniforms, letterhead, Council office, etc. 
• Adopt a new letterhead. 
• Ensure that the Council’s name and logo are prominently displayed on all 

Council vehicles. 
• Investigate the registration of a business name under which the Council may 

conduct its business. 
 
Strategy 
Hold Council’s Ordinary meetings at least once each year in the area of each of the 
constituent councils. 
 
Action 

• Investigate the feasibility and benefit of holding Council’s Ordinary meetings 
at least once each year in the area of each of the constituent councils. 

• If feasible and beneficial, hold at least one Ordinary Council meeting each 
year in the area of Lithgow City Council, Oberon Shire Council and Blayney 
Shire Council. 

• Investigate the benefit of holding at least one Ordinary Council meeting in a 
central location in Bathurst Regional Council. 

• Any Ordinary Council meeting held outside the County Council Chambers 
should be held on a day, at a time, and at a venue that will encourage 
attendance and participation. 

 
Strategy 
Inform members of the Council’s community of the Council’s activities and seek input 
into the Council’s operations. 
 
Action 

• At least once each year, hold a public meeting in the area of each of the 
constituent councils to inform the Council community of the Council’s 
activities and to seek input into the Council’s operations. 

• Ensure that each of the public meetings is advertised widely and that members 
of the Council community are invited, and encouraged, to attend. 

• Consider sending personal invitations to attend the meetings to appropriate 
members of the Council’s community (e.g. Mayors, councillors, and 
appropriate staff of constituent councils, representatives of public land 
managers, etc.). 

• Ensure that each of the public meetings is held on a day, at a time, and at a 
venue that will encourage attendance and participation. 
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• Consider having the meetings facilitated by an independent, skilled person. 

• Provide refreshments at the meeting. 

• Ensure that at each of the meetings the agenda is relevant to the audience. 

• Ensure that a proper record of the meeting is kept, particularly of any from the 
attendees. 

• Where possible, provide feedback on action taken in response to comments, 
suggestions, criticisms, etc. 

 
Strategy 
Inform members of the Council’s community of new initiatives by the Council and of 
changes in Council’s policies, etc. 
 
Action 

• As required, hold a public meeting or other public forum to explain new 
initiatives by the Council or changes in the Council’s policies, Weeds 
Strategy, etc. 

• Such public meeting or public forum is to be arranged, as far as appropriate, in 
accordance with the strategy set out above. 

 
Strategy 
Encourage members of the Council’s community to make comments, suggestions, 
criticisms, etc., on the Council’s activities and to otherwise have input into the 
Council’s operations. 
 
Action 

• Establish a community participation database. 

• Ensure that the establishment of the database receives wide publicity. 

• Provide a form for use by members of the Council community who wish to 
use it to make comments, suggestions, criticisms, etc.  Use of the form not to 
be compulsory. 

• Ensure that all public participation comments, suggestions, criticisms, etc. and 
all other input from the community on the Council’s operations are recorded. 

• At regular and frequent intervals, report to the Council on additions to the 
database since the last report and how the Council might modify its activities, 
or otherwise react to, input received. 

 
 
Goal number 3 
Improve the accountability of the Council to its community. 

 
Introduction 
The Local Government Act 1993 sets out the formal mechanisms by which Councils, 
including County Councils, are made accountable for their actions. 
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Each year a council is required to prepare a draft management plan which sets out its 
proposed strategy for the following 3 years, together with its proposed revenue policy 
for the following year.  The Council is required to place the draft management plan on 
public exhibition and to give public notice of the plan.  The Council must invite 
public submissions on the draft management plan and must not adopt the plan until it 
considers all submissions received. 
 
The Council must adopt the management plan before the end of each year. 
 
The Council is required to keep proper accounts which are to be audited each year. 
 
Each year, the Council is required to prepare an annual report on its work and 
activities. 
 
Members of the public are entitled to inspect a wide range of council documents 
(Section 12).  They are also entitled, under the Freedom of Information Act 1989, to 
be given access to certain other documents held by the council. 
 
Each quarter the General Manager is required to publicly report on the 
implementation of the Management Plan and to prepare and submit to the Council a 
budget review statement that shows, by reference to the estimate of income and 
expenditure set out in the management plan, a revised estimate of the income and 
expenditure for the year. 
 
Meetings of the Council are also, generally, open to the public and the public are 
invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
Strategy 
Encourage members of the Council’s community to take an interest in the Councils’ 
affairs. 
 
Action 

• Ensure that, through improved communications between the Council and its 
community, members of the Council’s community are aware of the Council 
and its role. 

• Inform members of the Council’s community of their rights to be kept 
informed of the Council’s activities via newspaper advertisements and other 
Council publications. 

• Have staff who are in regular contact with members of the Council’s 
community personally invite members to attend Council meetings at which 
items in which they may have an interest are to be considered. 

 
Strategy 
Ensure that members of the Council’s community are aware of the dates, time and 
places of Council meetings. 
 
Action 
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• Publish notice of Council’s Ordinary Meetings in accordance with Clause 232 
of the Regulation on a six monthly basis. 

• Each six months, the Council is to give notice of the next six meetings by a 
single advertisement placed in each of local newspapers, that is, in the Lithgow 
Mercury, Oberon Review, Western Advocate, and Blayney Chronicle. 

• Notice of any change to the Ordinary Meeting schedule during the six monthly 
periods covered by the advertisement will be given by separate notice. 

• Each notice to contain advice of the entitlement of members of the public to 
attend the meeting and an invitation for them to do so. 

 
Strategy 
Ensure that members of the Council’s community receive meaningful information on 
the Council’s operations. 
 
Action 

• Early in each financial year, prepare a leaflet containing succinct and 
meaningful information, in plain English, on the Council’s operations for the 
past year and its planned operations and budget for the current year. 

• Publicise the availability of the leaflet and have staff hand a copy to any 
member of the Council’s community with whom they come in contact. 

• Investigate having the leaflet mailed out to members of the Council’s 
community, either with the rate notices of constituent councils or otherwise. 

 
Strategy 
Establish a proper complaints handling procedure. 
 
Action 

• Establish a complaints database. 

• Provide a form for use by members of the Council community who which to 
make a complaint.  Use of the form is not to be compulsory. 

• Ensure that all complaints are recorded in the database. 

• The General Manager to investigate all complaints and to make a 
determination on an appropriate response. 

• At regular and frequent intervals, report to the Council on complaints received 
and on the response. 

 
 
Goal number 4 
Develop an effective and efficient Council administration, including the provision of 
adequate record keeping and computer facilities, for the management of noxious 
weeds. 

 
Introduction 
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Efficient and effective management of its services and facilities is part of the 
Council’s charter under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
In addition, the Council has obligations under the Noxious Weeds Act 1993 (Section 
37) related to the monitoring of noxious weeds and keeping of records relating to – 

(a) the presence and distribution of noxious weed in the local area, and 

(b) the implementation of the Council’s weed control policy and weed control 
programs. 

 
Section 37 also requires the Council, if required by the Director-General, to “report to 
the Director-General on the presence and distribution of noxious weeds in the local 
area and on its weed control policy and weed control programs and their 
implementation”. 
 
There are other requirements on the Council to keep proper records of its activities, 
such as the requirement to keep proper accounting records as required by the Code of 
Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting with which the Council must comply. 
 
It is obvious that without an effective and efficient administration the Council could 
not carry out its noxious weed functions and the Council has recognised this in its 
Management Plan which provides that the goal of the administration activity is – 
 

To implement financial and administrative policies and procedures to allow 
the management of all Council activities in a manner that ensures the 
economic sustainability of the Council and protects Council and Community 
assets. 

 
Strategy 
Engage and retain sufficient skilled staff to provide administrative services to the 
Council 
 
Action 

• Constantly monitor the workload of all staff. 

• As necessary, engage additional staff, or provide other support, to meet the 
fluctuating workload of the Council. 

• Ensure that the administrative workload on Weeds Officers is not such as to 
interfere with their education, advisory and regulatory functions. 

• Ensure that all staff receive continuing training as required. 

• Investigate the provision of additional clerical and accounting assistance as 
finances permit. 

• Investigate the employment of a Community Liaison Officer to assist Weeds 
Officers in their education and advisory function (see Goal numbers 6 and 8). 

 
Strategy 
Provide up to date computer and other technological facilities. 
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Action 

• Provide adequate computer facilities for the use of Weeds Officers. 

• Provide adequate computer facilities to run an appropriate Geographical 
Information System (GIS). 

• Enter into arrangements with constituent councils, or others, for obtaining GIS 
data. 

• Investigate possible arrangements with constituent councils for the appropriate 
support of all information technology systems. 

• Provide an appropriate electronic weed tracking and mapping system that will 
facilitate management and reporting of weed infestations. 

 
Strategy 
Provide an efficient records management system. 
 
Action 

• Improve the Council’s records management system. 

• Investigate alternative records management systems to identify the most 
suitable for the Council’s needs. 

• Investigate possible arrangements with constituent councils for the provision 
of expert records management advice and support. 

• Improve the Council’s record storage. 
 
Strategy 
Provide administrative support for the Council’s educational and advisory functions 
and to enhance communication by the Council with its community. 
 
Action 

• Provide effective cataloguing and storage of educational and advisory 
material. 

• Provide appropriate hardware and software to establish and maintain a 
community participation database (see Goal number 3). 

• Provide appropriate hardware and software to establish and maintain a 
complaints database (see Goal number 2). 

• Investigate the feasibility of establishing an Internet website for the Council. 
 
 
Goal number 5 
Secure the Council’s financial position. 

 
Introduction 
Section 491 of the Local Government Act 1919 lists the sources of income for a 
council, including a county council. 
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These are – 
• rates 
• charges 
• fees 
• grants 
• borrowings 
• investments. 
 

Missing from this list is the income of county councils which consists of financial 
contributions made by its constituent councils. 
 
Under the Local Government Act 1919 a county council could levy an assessment on 
its constituent councils based on the proportion that the unimproved capital value of 
rateable land in each area bore to the whole. 
 
This provision was not reproduced in the Local Government Act 1993 presumably on 
the basis that a county council would obtain income, in the same way as other 
councils, from the sources set out in Section 491 of the Act or from contributions by 
constituent councils pursuant to a regulation made under Section 399. 
 
While contributions by constituent councils is the traditional method of financing 
county councils such contributions are not compulsory.  They can be made 
compulsory, and the level of contribution set, by regulation made under the Act.  No 
such regulation has been made. 
 
The constituent councils of Upper Macquarie County Council have in recent times 
been reluctant to increase contributions to a level which the County Council considers 
is necessary to permit it to properly discharge its responsibilities under the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993. 
 
This reluctance of constituent councils to increase contributions to the county council 
is understandable given that their general income, from which the contributions must 
be made, is limited by “rate pegging” (that is, to the increases permitted by the 
Minister, generally in line with the Consumer Price Index).  Every dollar that 
constituent councils contribute to the county council is a dollar that they do not have 
available for their own works and services. 
 
While the County Council receives some funds by way of grants by the Minister 
under Section 33 of the Noxious Weeds Act, these grants are insufficient to run the 
Council’s ordinary operations. 
 
Similarly, the County Council receives some funds from charges and fees and from 
its, limited, commercial operations but these funds are minor and would not provide 
sufficient funds to run the Council’s ordinary operations. 
 
The cost pressures on the Council have, accordingly, caused the Council in recent 
times to investigate the levying of a rate under the Local Government Act. 
 
Under the Act, a council may normally levy two types of rates: ordinary rates and 
special rates. 
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However, because of the terms of Section 400 of the Act the county council does not 
have power to levy an ordinary rate. 
 
The Council does have power to levy a special rate. 
 
A special rate is a rate levied by a council to meet the cost of any works, services, 
facilities or activities provided or undertaken, or proposed to be provided or 
undertaken, by the council within the whole or any part of the council’s area. 
 
The special rate may be levied on rateable land in the council’s area which, in the 
council’s opinion – 

(a)  benefits or will benefit from the works, services, facilities or activities, or 
(b)  contributes or will contribute to the need for the works, services, facilities 

or activities, or 
(c)  has or will have access to the works, services, facilities or activities. 

 
A special rate may consist of an ad valorem amount (that is, an amount in the dollar), 
calculated on the land value, and which may be subject to a minimum amount of the 
rate, or a base amount to which an ad valorem amount is added. 
 
Strategy 
Secure alternative sources of funding for the Council’s ordinary operations. 
 
Action 

• Investigate the levying of a special rate by the Council. 

• Seek the views of constituent councils on the levying of a special rate by the 
Council. 

• Seek the views of the Council’s community on the levying of a special rate by 
the Council. 

• Lobby politicians to have the funds from which grants are made under Section 
33 of the Act increased. 

• Lobby politicians to have the funds provided by Parliament for noxious weed 
control, specifically funds provided to the Department of Primary Industries, 
diverted from the bureaucracy so that a specified percentage of available funds 
must be spend on “on ground” work for noxious weed control. 

• Investigate the availability of grant funds from other sources to assist the 
Council in its ordinary operations. 

 
Strategy 
Secure alternative sources of funding for particular Council functions. 
 
Action 

• Lobby public authorities for funding of weed control work on roads. 

• Investigate alternative sources of grant funds for identifiable council weed 
control projects, such as serrated tussock control. 
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• Investigate alternative sources of grant funds to support Council’s 
administrative and management functions, such as computerisation of weed 
reporting and mapping. 

 
Strategy 
Maximise income from fees, charges and commercial operations. 
 
Action 

• Charge appropriate fees and charges for Council services where this is legally 
possible and will not prejudice noxious weed control. 

• Investigate opportunities for the Council to expand its commercial operations. 

• Ensure that all commercial operations, including the control of weeds on 
private property by arrangement with the landholder, are properly costed. 

 
Strategy 
Eliminate unnecessary expenditure. 
 
Action 

• Ensure that the Council does not undertake weed control work for which the 
Council does not have a statutory obligation unless the work is properly costed 
and charged at its true cost. 

• Ensure that work done by the Council for public authorities, including work 
on vacant Crown land, is properly costed and charged at its true cost. 

• Ensure that where the Council supervises weed control work funded by other 
natural resource managers, or others, the cost of supervision is properly costed 
and brought to account. 

 
Goal number 6 
Secure funding, where possible, to assist occupiers in their management of noxious 
weeds. 

 
Introduction 
Because the Council’s funds are limited, it generally does not undertake weed control 
work at its cost on private land. 
 
Nor does it undertake work at its cost on the land of public authorities who have a 
statutory obligation to control weeds on land which they occupy. 
 
The Council does provide limited funds to subsidise noxious weed control work for 
impecunious occupiers.  The individual amounts involved are small, generally 
involving the removal of urban weeds by pensioners.  The Council does not have 
sufficient funds to subsidise costly weed control work, even in those cases where the 
work might be seen to be imperative. 
 
In many cases effective control of noxious weeds is expensive and is sometimes 
beyond the financial resources of private land occupiers. 
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Similarly, the funds provided to public authorities for the management of land which 
they occupy are invariably insufficient for the purpose.  In this case, noxious weed 
control is, in many cases, low on the priority list for the expenditure of funds and 
consequently is invariably under resourced. 
 
Strategy 
Provide assistance and support to occupiers in securing funding for noxious weed 
control. 
 
Action 

• Investigate the availability of grant funds for weed control work on private 
land. 

• Investigate the availability of grant funds for weed control work on land of 
public authorities. 

• Ensure that the availability of grant funds for weed control work by private 
landholders or public authorities is brought to the attention of occupiers. 

• Provide assistance to occupiers in applying for grant funds for weed control 
work. 

• Lobby politicians for adequate funding of noxious weed control by public 
authorities. 

• Investigate any alternative sources of funds, such as loans, to fund noxious 
weed control work. 

• Investigate employing a Community Liaison Officer to manage this strategy. 

• Investigate the availability of grant funds to assist in the employment of a 
Community Liaison Office. 

 
 
Goal number 7 
Build strong relationships with other natural resource managers having 
responsibilities in, or adjacent to, the Council’s area of operations. 

 
Introduction 
When the Council was established in 1949 for the control of serrated tussock the 
primary concern was the damage that noxious weeds could do to agricultural 
production. 
 
The environmental movement was in its infancy and there was little or no 
appreciation of the true cost of noxious weeds to the community.  The impact of 
noxious weeds on the environment, including biodiversity, was of little concern 
beyond the impact on agriculture. 
 
This is no longer the case and the control of noxious weeds is recognised as a vital 
part of natural resource management. 
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It is impossible, however to control noxious weeds without considering the broader 
environment, both in terms of the impact of the weeds and the impact that control 
measures may have.  The management of noxious weeds therefore needs to be a 
cooperative and consultative process involving all natural resource managers. 
 
In this context, a natural resource manager is either a person or organisation who, or 
which, is responsible for the management of particular land which they occupy, 
including private land, or who, or which, has broader responsibility for the 
management of land. 
 
Natural resource managers within this definition would include private land owners 
(particularly primary producers), Rural Lands Protection Boards, Catchment 
Management Authorities, Department of Environment and Conservation (National 
Parks and Wildlife Service), Sydney Catchment Authority, Forests NSW, Crown 
Lands NSW, and local Councils. 
 
There is scope within the Noxious Weeds Act for the Council to delegate its functions 
under the Act and also for it to “enter into agreements or other arrangements” with 
others for the exercise of all or any of its functions, or for assistance in the exercise of 
its functions. 
 
As well as such formal arrangements under the Act, there is undoubtedly scope for 
natural resource managers to cooperate in the exercise of their functions to the mutual 
benefit of the community. 
 
Strategy 
Foster a spirit of cooperation with other natural resource managers 
 
Action 

• Attend seminars, workshops, etc., conducted by other natural resource 
managers where appropriate. 

• Encourage natural resource managers to participate in Council activities, such 
as public meetings and workshops. 

• Share information with other natural resource managers. 
 
Strategy 
Encourage and establish personal contact between Council staff and staff of other 
natural resource managers. 
 
Action 

• Establish and keep up to date a data base of contacts staff and others in other 
natural resource managers. 

• Encourage Council staff to establish contact with appropriate staff in other 
natural resource managers. 

• So far as possible, maintain contact between Council staff and the appropriate 
local staff of other natural resource managers and make such contacts the first 
point of contact between the Council and the other natural resource manager. 
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Strategy 
Promote joint works for noxious weed control by natural resource managers. 
 
Action 

• Investigate how the Council might undertake noxious weed control work 
jointly with other natural resource managers. 

• Encourage other natural resource managers to consider undertaking noxious 
weed control work jointly with other natural resource managers. 

• Where appropriate, endeavour to have natural resource managers, particularly 
private occupiers, enter into joint arrangements for noxious weed control 
work. 

• Investigate what incentives the Council might offer to private occupiers to 
enter into joint arrangements for noxious weed control work. 

 
 
Goal number 8 
Enhance the educational and advisory roles of the Council. 

 
Introduction 
The Council has no formal function to educate members of its community about 
noxious weed or to advise on noxious weed control. 
 
To some, the regulatory role, together with the control of weeds on roads, is seen to 
be the principal or only role of the Council. 
 
This is not the case. 
 
The Council has a vital role in educating its community on the impact of noxious 
weeds; the identification of noxious weeds; and the control of noxious weeds. 
 
While others, such as Department of Primary Industries, provide educational materials 
about noxious weeds the Council is the first point of contact for members of its 
community in relation to noxious weeds.  It is to the Council that members of the 
community will look first for the identification of noxious weeds and for information 
about those weeds. 
 
Similarly, it is on the Council that members of the community will rely for advice on 
appropriate methods of control of noxious weeds. 
 
The Council must be equipped to meet the community’s expectations. 
 
Strategy 
Ensure that the Council fulfils its educational and advisory role. 
 
Action 
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• Ensure that Weeds Officers are aware of importance of the educational and 
advisory role. 

• Keep the training of Weeds Officer up to date so that they are better able to 
fulfil the educational and advisory role. 

• Have an appropriate range of educational material about noxious weeds 
available through the Council and ensure that it is kept up to date. 

• Investigate establishing an Internet website to provide educational and 
advisory material to the community. 

• Provide assistance to occupiers in completing Property Weed Management 
Plans and applying for the Council’s approval to such plans. 

• Investigate the employment of a Community Liaison Officer to assist in the 
educational and advisory function (see Goal number 6). 

• Council staff to attend at local agricultural shows and provide facilities for 
distributing educational and advisory material and provide advice on noxious 
weed matters (perhaps jointly with Department of Primary Industries). 

• Investigate having constituent councils provide educational and advisory 
material to applicants for Sections 149 and 603 certificates. 

• Encourage an awareness by purchasers of the desirability of obtaining pre-
purchase noxious weed status reports. 

• Target solicitors and conveyancers and educate them on noxious weed 
problems and how they might best protect their clients. 

 
 
Goal number 9 
Improve the effectiveness of the control of noxious weeds on roads. 

 
Introduction 
The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 requires the Council to control noxious weeds on all 
roads in the Council’s area of operations (Section 14(2)).  This obligation does not 
include a road that is a freeway, tollway or a State work within the meaning of the 
Roads Act 1993. 
 
The obligation on the Council to control weeds on roads is a joint obligation with any 
occupier required to control the weeds on the road under Section 17. 
 
Section 17 requires an occupier of land to control noxious weeds on – 

• any part of a road that intersects the land, except where the road is fenced on 
both sides, and 

• half the width of any part of a road that forms part of the boundary of the land, 
except where the part of the road is fenced on both sides, and 

• any part of a road that forms part of the boundary of the land where the side of 
the road forming the boundary is not fenced but the other side is. 
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Section 17 does not apply to a State highway, freeway, tollway or State work within 
the meaning of the Roads Act 1993. 
 
It should be noted that the Council’s obligation under Section 14(2) extends to a State 
highway, but the obligation on an occupier under Section 17 does not. 
 
Strategy 
Ensure that all occupiers are aware of their obligations to control noxious weeds on 
roads. 
 
Action 

• Include in the Council’s advisory and extension material an explanation of the 
circumstances in which occupiers are required to control noxious weeds on 
roads. 

• Weeds officers to explain to occupiers, were necessary, their obligations to 
control weeds on roads. 

• Where appropriate, bring to the public’s notice via press releases and by other 
appropriate means the obligations on occupiers to control noxious weeds on 
roads. 

• Where occupiers are failing to control weeds on roads, as required by the Act, 
bring the requirements to their attention in writing. 

 
Strategy 
Identify the extent of noxious weed infestations on roads and whether the 
responsibility for control is the Council’s or the adjoining occupier’s. 
 
Action 

• Institute a program of inspections to identify all noxious weed infestations on 
roads in the Council’s area of operations. 

• Identify whether or not the responsibility for control of the noxious weeds on 
roads is the Council’s or the adjoining occupier’s. 

• Ensure that all noxious weed infestations on roads are properly recorded. 
 
Strategy 
Control identified noxious weed infestations on roads. 
 
Action 

• Prepare a program of work for the control by the Council of noxious weeds on 
roads where the responsibility for control is the Council’s. 

• Give priority in the program of work to isolated infestations and to infestations 
where the level of infestation on adjoining and adjacent land is low or where 
occupiers of such land have an approved Property Weed Management Plan for 
the control of the weed. 

• Include in the Council’s annual estimates adequate provision to fund the 
program of work for the control of noxious weeds on roads. 
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• Undertake each year so much of the prepared program of work as has been 
funded in the estimates. 

• The program of work for the control of noxious weeds on roads will be 
undertaken either by the Council staff or by contractors, whichever is the most 
economical. 

• Where the adjoining occupier is liable for the control of noxious weeds on a 
road and the work is not being undertaken, encourage the occupier to comply 
with the obligations and where this is unsuccessful use the regulatory powers, 
in accordance with this Strategy, to enforce compliance. 

 
Strategy 
Pursue alternatives for the control of noxious weeds on roads. 
 
Action 

• Investigate the legal issues involved in having adjoining occupiers undertake 
work on roads for the control of noxious weeds, where the Council is liable for 
the control under Section 14, and what incentives might be used to encourage 
such work.  If legally feasible, and economically viable, institute a program to 
encourage adjoining occupiers undertake work. 

• Investigate means to achieve the revegetation of roadsides with indigenous 
species. 

• Encourage road authorities to revegetate roadsides with indigenous species 
and to institute work practices which minimise disturbance of roadsides by 
road construction and maintenance work. 

• Lobby road authorities for the provision of funding for the control of noxious 
weeds on roads. 

• Investigate the use of constituent council Weeds Officers for the control of 
noxious weeds on roads where they are undertaking weed control on the road 
for other purposes (road maintenance or environmental weed control). 

 
Goal number 10 
Improve the effectiveness of the Council’s regulatory role. 

 
Introduction 
The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 provides that the functions of the Council include the 
following – 

• responsibility for the control of noxious weeds by occupiers of land (other 
than public authorities or local control authorities), 

• to ensure, so far as practicable, that owners and occupiers of land (other than 
public authorities or other local control authorities) carry out obligations to 
control noxious weeds imposed under this Act,  

• inspection of land within the local area in connection with its noxious weed 
control functions. 
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Besides the powers of inspection of premises which Section 44 gives to an inspector, 
the Act gives the Council certain powers to enforce the requirements of the Act for 
the control of noxious weeds. 

• Section 18 empowers the Council to serve a weed control notice on an owner 
or occupier of land (other than a public authority) requiring the owner or 
occupier to carry out any of the occupier’s obligations to control noxious 
weeds on the land as required under a weed control order. 

• Section 20 empowers the Council to control noxious weeds on land in respect 
of which a Section 18 weed control notice has been served if the owner or 
occupier fails, or a predecessor in title to the owner or occupier has failed, to 
comply with the weed control notice. 

• Section 21 gives the Council the power to recommend to the Minister that a 
weed control notice be given by the Minister to a public authority.  The 
Minister, under Sections 22 and 23, has the same powers in respect of a public 
authority as the Council has under Sections 18 and 20. 

 
For present purposes these powers are referred to as “regulatory powers”. 
 
Strategy 
To use the Council’s regulatory powers, where necessary, to enforce the requirements 
of the Act with regard to noxious weed control. 
 
Action 

• Institute a program of inspections to identify private occupiers who have not 
complied with their obligations under Sections 12, 15, 17 or 17A of the Act. 

• Institute a program of inspections to ensure compliance by private occupiers 
with programs of work set out in approved Property Weed Management Plans. 

• The General Manager will, in accordance with this Strategy, authorise the 
issue of a penalty notice, or the prosecution of an occupier or owner, at the 
General Manager’s discretion, where it appears that an offence against the Act 
or the regulations has been committed. 

• The General Manager will authorise the issue of a penalty notice, or the 
prosecution of an occupier or owner, only where the General Manager is 
satisfied that such action – 

(a) is necessary to enforce compliance by the offender with the Act 
and all other methods to encourage compliance have been 
unsuccessful, or, 

(b) will serve as an example to others and will encourage the control of 
noxious weeds and further the implementation of this Strategy. 

• Only in exception circumstances, to be determined by the General Manager, 
will the General Manager authorise the issue of a penalty notice, or the 
prosecution of an occupier, for an offence under Sections 12, 17 or 17A.  
Instead, where all other efforts to encourage compliance with the requirements 
of the Act have been unsuccessful, a Section 18 weed control notice will be 
given. 
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• The General Manager will authorise the issue of a penalty notice in preference 
to prosecution action. 

• The General Manager will authorise prosecution action only where the 
General Manager is satisfied that a penalty notice is unlikely to secure 
compliance by the offender with the Act and believes that prosecution will 
encourage the control of noxious weeds and further the implementation of this 
Strategy. 

• Where a Section 18 notice has not been complied with and all efforts to 
encourage compliance have been unsuccessful the General Manager will 
either authorise issue of a penalty notice or prosecution action. 

• Action under Section 20 will be taken at the General Manager’s discretion 
where control of the noxious weed the subject of the notice is imperative for 
the protection of adjoining or adjacent landholders or for other pressing 
reason. 

 
Strategy 
Publicise the Council’s intention to use its regulatory powers to enforce the 
requirements of the Act with regard to noxious weed control. 
 
Action 

• Include in the Council’s advisory and extension material an explanation of the 
Council’s regulatory powers. 

• Include in the Council’s advisory and extension material an explanation of the 
circumstances in which the Council will use its regulatory powers to enforce 
the requirements of the Act. 

• Weeds Officers to explain, both orally and in writing, to occupiers, and were 
appropriate, owners, who are failing to meet the requirements of the Act, the 
regulatory consequences that may follow their continued failure to comply 
with the requirements of the Act. 

• Emphasise in press releases and on all appropriate public occasions that the 
Council will used its regulatory powers to enforce the requirements of the Act 
where there is continued failure by occupiers and owners to comply with the 
Act. 

 
Strategy 
Ensure that the powers of inspection are used strictly in accordance with the Act and 
this Strategy. 
 
Action 

• The General Manager shall ensure that Weeds Officers who have been 
appointed as inspectors under Section 41 of the Act shall receive instruction 
on the powers and duties of an inspector under the Act. 

• Before entering premises the Council will make every reasonable endeavour to 
contact the occupier to discuss its intention to enter and will endeavour to 
secure the occupier’s consent to the entry. 
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• A permanent record of the circumstances and details of all oral consents by 
occupiers to enter premises will be kept. 

• The Council will give oral notice of its intention to enter premises except 
where the circumstances indicate that written notice should be given. 

• A permanent record of the circumstances and details of all oral notice given 
will be kept. 

 
Strategy 
To use the power under Section 21 to recommend to the Minister that the Minister 
serve a weed control notice on a public authority. 
 
Action 

• Monitor the control of noxious weeds by public authorities on land that they 
occupy, as required by Section 13, within the Council’s area of operations. 

• Endeavour to secure the cooperation of public authorities in controlling 
noxious weed on land that they occupy. 

• Where a public authority has failed to comply with Section 13, and the 
Council has been unsuccessful in securing its cooperation in controlling 
noxious weeds on land that it occupies, recommend to the Minister that a weed 
control notice be given by the Minister to the public authority. 

 
Strategy 
Ensure that the regulatory powers are used fairly and impartially and in accordance 
with this Strategy. 
 
Action 

• All staff are to be made aware of the provisions of this Strategy relating to the 
use of regulatory powers. 

• The General Manager to thoroughly investigate all complaints concerning the 
use of the regulatory powers. 

• Institute a program of random reviews of selected instances of regulatory 
action to ensure that the powers have been used fairly and impartially and in 
accordance with this strategy. 

• Institute a program of random reviews of instances where a failure of 
occupiers or owners to comply with the Act has not resulted in regulatory 
action to ensure that the matters were managed in accordance with this 
strategy. 

• Report to the Council the result of any reviews conducted. 
 
 

Schedule 
 

Weed Class Legal requirements 
African boxthorn [Lycium 4 The growth and spread of the plant 
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ferocissimum ]  must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

African feathergrass [Pennisetum 
macrourum ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

African lovegrass [Eragrostis curvula ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

African turnipweed [Sisymbrium 
runcinatum ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

African turnipweed [Sisymbrium 
thellungii ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Alligator weed [Alternanthera 
philoxeroides ]  2 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 

Anchored water hyacinth [Eichhornia 
azurea]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Annual ragweed [Ambrosia 
artemisiifolia ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Arrowhead [Sagittaria montevidensis ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Artichoke thistle [Cynara cardunculus 
]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Athel tree [Tamarix aphylla ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Bathurst/Noogoora/Californian/cockle 
burrs [Xanthium species ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
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plan published by the local control 
authority 

Black knapweed [Centaurea nigra]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Blackberry [Rubus fruticosus 
aggregate species ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Bridal creeper [Asparagus 
asparagoides ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Broomrapes [Orobanche species]  
Includes all Orobanche species except 
the native O. cernua variety australiana 
and O. minor 

1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Burr ragweed [Ambrosia confertiflora 
]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Cabomba [Cabomba caroliniana ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Californian burrs [Xanthium species ]   
See 
Bathurst/Noogoora/Californian/cockle 
burrs  

Cayenne snakeweed [Stachytarpheta 
cayennensis ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Chilean needle grass [Nassella 
neesiana ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Chinese violet [Asystasia gangetica 
subspecies micrantha]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Clockweed [Gaura lindheimeri ]  5 The requirements in the Noxious 
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Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Clockweed [Gaura parviflora ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Cockle burrs [Xanthium species ]   
See 
Bathurst/Noogoora/Californian/cockle 
burrs  

Columbus grass [Sorghum x almum ]  3 The plant must be fully and 
continuously suppressed and destroyed 

Corn sowthistle [Sonchus arvensis ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Dodder [Cuscuta species]  
Includes All Cuscuta species except 
the native species C. australis, C. 
tasmanica and C. victoriana 

5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

East Indian hygrophila [Hygrophila 
polysperma]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

English broom [Cytisus scoparius ]   See Scotch broom  

Espartillo [Achnatherum 
brachychaetum ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Eurasian water milfoil [Myriophyllum 
spicatum]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Fine-bristled burr grass [Cenchrus 
brownii ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Fountain grass [Pennisetum setaceum ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Gallon's curse [Cenchrus biflorus ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Glaucous starthistle [Carthamus 5 The requirements in the Noxious 
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glaucus ]  Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Golden thistle [Scolymus hispanicus ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Gorse [Ulex europaeus ]  3 The plant must be fully and 
continuously suppressed and destroyed 

Green cestrum [Cestrum parqui ]  3 The plant must be fully and 
continuously suppressed and destroyed 

Harrisia cactus [Harrisia species ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Hawkweed [Hieracium species]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Hemlock [Conium maculatum ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Horsetail [Equisetum species]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Hymenachne [Hymenachne 
amplexicaulis]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Illyrian thistle [Onopordum species ]   See Scotch thistle,Stemless 
thistle,Illyrian thistle, Taurian th  

Johnson grass [Sorghum halepense ]  3 The plant must be fully and 
continuously suppressed and destroyed 

Karoo thorn [Acacia karroo]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Kochia [Bassia scoparia]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 
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Lagarosiphon [Lagarosiphon major]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Lantana [Lantana species ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Long-leaf willow primrose [Ludwigia 
longifolia ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Long-style feather grass [Pennisetum 
villosum ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Mesquite [Prosopis species ]  2 
The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 

Mexican feather grass [Nassella 
tenuissima ]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Mexican poppy [Argemone mexicana ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Miconia [Miconia species]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Mimosa [Mimosa pigra]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Mossman River grass [Cenchrus 
echinatus ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Nodding thistle [Carduus nutans ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Noogoora burrs [Xanthium species ]   See 
Bathurst/Noogoora/Californian/cockle 
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burrs  

Onion grass [Romulea species]  
Includes all Romulea species and 
varieties except R. rosea var. australis 

5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Oxalis [Oxalis species and varieties]  
Includes all Oxalis species and 
varieties except the native species O. 
chnoodes, O. exilis, O. perennans, O. 
radicosa, O. rubens, and O. 
thompsoniae 

5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Pampas grass [Cortaderia species ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Parkinsonia [Parkinsonia aculeata ]  2 
The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 

Parthenium weed [Parthenium 
hysterophorus]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Pond apple [Annona glabra]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Prickly acacia [Acacia nilotica]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Prickly pear [Cylindropuntia species ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Prickly pear [Opuntia species except 
O. ficus-indica ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Privet (Broad leaf) [Ligustrum 
lucidum ]  4 The growth and spread of the plant 

must be controlled according to the 
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measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Privet (Narrow-leaf/Chinese) 
[Ligustrum sinense ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Red rice [Oryza rufipogon ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Rhus tree [Toxicodendron succedanea 
]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Rubbervine [Cryptostegia grandiflora]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Sagittaria [Sagittaria platyphylla ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Salvinia [Salvinia molesta ]  2 
The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 

Sand oat [Avena strigosa ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Scotch broom [Cytisus scoparius ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Scotch thistle,Stemless thistle,Illyrian 
thistle, Taurian th [Onopordum species 
]  

4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Senegal tea plant [Gymnocoronis 
spilanthoides]  1 The plant must be eradicated from the 

land and the land must be kept free of 
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the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Serrated tussock [Nassella trichotoma ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Siam weed [Chromolaena odorata]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Silver-leaf nightshade [Solanum 
elaeagnifolium ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Smooth-stemmed turnip [Brassica 
barrelieri subspecies oxyrrhina]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Soldier thistle [Picnomon acarna ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Spiny burrgrass [Cenchrus incertus ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Spiny burrgrass [Cenchrus longispinus 
]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority and the plant may not be sold, 
propagated or knowingly distributed 

Spotted knapweed [Centaurea 
maculosa]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

St. John's wort [Hypericum perforatum 
]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Star thistle [Centaurea calcitrapa ]  4 The growth and spread of the plant 
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must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Stemless thistle [Onopordum species ]   See Scotch thistle,Stemless 
thistle,Illyrian thistle, Taurian th  

Sweet briar [Rosa rubiginosa ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Taurian thistle [Onopordum species ]   See Scotch thistle,Stemless 
thistle,Illyrian thistle, Taurian th  

Texas blueweed [Helianthus ciliaris ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Tree-of-heaven [Ailanthus altissima ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Water caltrop [Trapa species]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Water hyacinth [Eichhornia crassipes ]  2 
The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 

Water lettuce [Pistia stratiotes]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Water soldier [Stratiotes aloides]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Wild radish [Raphanus raphanistrum ]  4 

The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the 
measures specified in a management 
plan published by the local control 
authority 

Willows [Salix species]  
Includes all Salix species except S. 
babylonica, S. x reichardtii, S. x 
calodendron 

5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Witchweed [Striga species]  1 The plant must be eradicated from the 
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Includes all Striga species except 
native species and Striga parviflora 

land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Yellow burrhead [Limnocharis flava]  1 

The plant must be eradicated from the 
land and the land must be kept free of 
the plant 
This is an All of NSW declaration 

Yellow nutgrass [Cyperus esculentus ]  5 

The requirements in the Noxious 
Weeds Act 1993 for a notifiable weed 
must be complied with 
This is an All of NSW declaration 
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